March 9, 1962

The President
The white House

m Pe. Co
Dear Mr. President,

May I commend you for the support given in your Health
Message to some of the many health needs which my Committee
has endeavored to move forward. It is particularly gratifying
to note the much needed emphasis you placed on health problems
associated with the enviromment.

I have felt for several years that this is an area which
needs strengthening, and testimony from interested citizens
before my Committee has reinforced my conviction.

I was especially pleased to see you direct attention to
the need for a National Environmental Health Center which will
house together the several related environmental programs.

At present, these programs are scattered, so that it is most
difficult to achieve the close relationship that I believe
should exist between research, technical assistance, training
and control activities that is needed. Your proposal would
make this possible, both between programs and between the
elements of individual programs such as those for air and
water pollution control and radiation protection.

My Committee considered in fiscal year 1961, a request
for funds for expansion of Public Health Service environmental
facilities at Cincinnati, chio. These were appropriated.
However, at that time a re-study of organization and mission
of the Public Health Service, particularly as it related its
several environmental programs, had a specific recommendation
for a unified national environmental health program. These
recommendations included provision for the Environmental
Health Center.
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